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UNRWA Commissioner-General Statement to the LAS
Qpening sesskon for the meeting of Arab Foreign Minfsters

11 September 2018

Dear Mr Chairman,

Deear Secretary-General Dr. A. Abul Gheil,

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to begin by thanking you for the renewed honor to address this distinguished forum.

I wish to join Ahmad in expressing heartfelt gratitude for the immense generosity of the League
of Areb Slates membership and leadership in mobilizing additional funding in this very critical
year.

The dramatic circumstances of UNRWA’s Onancial situation are known to you, following a
decision by the US adminisiration in January Lo cut funding to our Agency by $300 M. We
launched a delermined effort and a campaign called “Dignity is Priceless” lo overcome a total
annual deficit of 3446 M.

In this contexl, I wish o recognize with respect the leadership and tireless advocacy of the
Secretary-General himself on UNRWA's behalf. I equally wish (o pay tribute 10 the role of the
host countries and the particular energy and vigor displayed by Jordan, Palestine and Egypt, as
well a5 the recent slalements by Lebanon.

T want to extend my sincerest pratitude for the extraordinary contributions of $50¢ M each from
the State of Qalar, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Uniled Arab Emirates, as well as the
historical suppert from the State of Kuwat.

Together wilh the additional funding from other donors, your remarkable generosity allowed me
to open our school year on time for 526°000 students like Ahmad. This was Lhe best possible
response 1o give to the challenges we have faced.

[ took this decision to protect the right 10 education, as a contributicen to regional stability and as
a recognition for the formidable trust of donors who helped us deal with our unprecedented
crisis.

Om 31 August the United States then announced publicly that there will be no further US funding
to UNRWA. In an open letter to Refugees and UNRWA staff, T expressed deep regret and
disappoiniment at Lhis decision, coming from our historically most generous and consistent
domor,



Ultimately, the decision by an UN member stale (o conlribute to UNRWA or not is a SOVETEign
one, but I say with great determination (o you that it will not in any way alter the delermination
with which UNRWA will serve Palestine refugees and implement the inandate we were given.

[ have been very encouraged by the large number of slatements of support that have been made
by governments and institutions over the past len days.

Accompanying the US announcement, there were remewed suggestions that UNRWA
Perpetuates the situation of refugee-hood. It is well known to all (hat it is the fundamental Rilure
to resolve the conflict and bring ebout a solution that is respectful of the righis, concerns and
aspirations of both sides in the conllict between Isracl and Palestine, that perpetuales violence,
dispossession, humiliation and occupation.

I have said it before: one cannot solve the problems of the region by wishing away 5.3 M
Palestine Refugees.

The extreme sulTering and pain of Palestine refugees living under occupation is a reality. Earlier
this year [ visited many of the demonsiralors who were injured during the - largely peaceful -
protest marches in Gaza. The injuries were appalling and more people were wounded than during
the 50-day conflict in 2014.

The sense of loss and despair of Palestine refugees in Syria is immense, 1 visited Yarmouk camp
in July, a once proud mainly Palestinian neighborhood of Damascus now reduced to rubble and
ruins by the war.

However frequently attempts are made to minimize or delegilimize the individual and collective
cxperiences of Palestine refugees, the undeniable fact is that they have rights under international
law.

In this extremely polarized context, UNRWA’s services have laken on an even more important
role and our mandate an even greater significance. When students walked back into their
classrooms last week, it was a sign of pride and hope.

I thank you cnce again for your extraordinary support. UNRWA still nceds § 186 M 1o ensure
the schools and clinics stay open and emergency services remain operational. This meeting today
and a special event called for by Jordan during the upcoming UN General Assembly are very
imporiant to send out an appeal for further donors to join the effort and confirm the successful
mobilization to dale.

Allow me to include in this appeal the bumble request that your outstanding level of supporl in
2018 may be sustained next year.

I simply cannot imagine going back to our courageous students to say we have failed them. In
fact, | promised them: we will not fail them.

Excellencies, thank you for your irust.
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