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Aboul Gheit's address at the third general conference of FAO representatives

8 December 2025



Your Excellency Dr. Mostafa Madbouly,
Prime Minister of the Arab Republic of Egypt,

Your Excellency Dr. Qu Dongyu,
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO),

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to take part in this important meeting, which brings together a distinguished group of officials and leaders engaged with one of the most vital and urgent issues of our time: food security.

Our meeting convenes at a moment when the Arab region is confronting unprecedented challenges in the domains of food, agriculture, and natural resources—challenges that require intensified efforts and accelerated coordination to identify effective and comprehensive solutions.

The food gap in the Arab world remains among the widest globally, with the region importing more than half of its food requirements from abroad, a figure that reaches as high as 90 percent in some Arab countries. The impacts of climate change—including drought, desertification, and rising temperatures—further deepen this gap. Water scarcity represents the gravest challenge: 19 out of 22 Arab countries are categorised as suffering from water scarcity, and 13 of them face absolute water scarcity, placing additional strain on the food production system.

More than 55 million people in the Arab world suffer from malnutrition. It goes without saying that protracted crises and armed conflicts in several countries have resulted in catastrophic levels of food insecurity.

In Yemen, for example, more than 24 million people—representing 80 percent of the population—face food insecurity due to the war that has been ongoing since 2014, compounded by water scarcity and drought.

In Sudan, millions are confronting acute food insecurity as a consequence of the war that has persisted since April 2023. Promising and strategically significant agricultural projects, such as the Gezira Scheme, have all but collapsed.

Somalia has been grappling with severe and unprecedented droughts since 2020, leading to widespread livestock losses and crop failures, and placing approximately 4.4 million people at risk of severe hunger and acute malnutrition.

Armed conflicts and crises remain among the principal drivers of food insecurity in the Arab world. We must not overlook the tragic plight of more than two million Palestinians in Gaza, two years after Israel’s genocidal war, in which starvation was deployed as a weapon against the population—one of the gravest war crimes. All sources of food production were destroyed as part of a deliberate strategy to make Gaza uninhabitable and to coerce its residents into displacement.

We therefore call for the sustained and unhindered delivery of aid to the population, and for the lifting of all restrictions imposed by Israel on the entry of food and essential humanitarian supplies required for the survival of Palestinians in Gaza.

In recent years, marked by global crises such as the COVID-19 pandemic and the war in Ukraine, it has become clear that achieving sustainable food security is a paramount priority for Arab national security. Such security can only be realised through coordinated collective action that integrates three inseparable systems: food, water, and energy. What is required is the establishment of a resilient system capable of ensuring the availability of food supplies—even in times of crisis—at prices affordable to citizens.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The League of Arab States places the issues related to addressing food security challenges at the forefront of its priorities. The League seeks to confront these challenges by joining and implementing a wide range of programmes and initiatives in the agricultural sector. Among these is the Food and Agriculture for Sustainable Transformation (FAST) Partnership, launched by the Arab Republic of Egypt during its presidency of COP27 in Sharm El-Sheikh in 2022. This initiative aims to build and strengthen capacities to support agriculture and food security in developing and Arab countries. Other initiatives include the Arab Strategy for Food Security, the Arab States Strategy for Mobilising Climate Finance 2030, and other relevant regional efforts.

I would also like to take this opportunity to call upon the FAO to support the implementation of the Arab Strategy for Food Security, adopted by the Fifth Arab Economic and Social Development Summit held in Iraq last May. We remain committed to working with all international partners to translate the Strategy’s recommendations into concrete action. Earlier this month, the General Secretariat convened the first meeting of the Follow-up Team for the Implementation of the Arab Strategy for Food Security, with the participation of several relevant Arab, regional, and international organisations, including the FAO.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In light of the increasing risks posed by climate change and extreme weather events, strengthening disaster risk reduction has become essential and imperative. I commend the constructive cooperation between the League of Arab States and the FAO in developing the Arab Programme for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Agricultural Sector to mitigate risks in this field, particularly as the Arab region is among the most vulnerable globally to global warming, desertification, and drought.

I also greatly value the cooperation between the League and the FAO, whether through the joint ministerial meeting of Arab ministers of agriculture and water, through programmes supporting the use of non-conventional water resources, or through efforts to develop effective water allocation policies in the agricultural sector, as well as the regional programme on water scarcity.

In conclusion, I wish your important conference every success and look forward to fruitful discussions and practical steps that will contribute to a more sustainable future for food security in our Arab world.

Peace, mercy, and blessings of God be upon you.
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