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Annex 1

Draft Rivadh Ministerial Communiqué between Arab
Countries and South American Countries on Water
Resources and Combating Desertification.

Recalling the Brazilian Declaration adopted by tmsads of states and
governments of the Arab states and the South Amertountries on May 1
2005 particularly Chapter 9, which stipulates teeelopment of cooperation and
dialogue between the two groups to limit degracdatiowater and land resources,
combat desertification and seek to develop and gwrtheir resources in a
sustainable manner that would positively affectstandard of living of the people
in both the Arab and South American countries.

Referring in this respect to the Join Communigdépsed by the Ministers
of Environment in the Arab and South American caest on environmental
cooperation in Nairobi, Kenya on February 6, 2005.

Taking into consideration the UN conference on iEmment and
Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 andi&edtwo of Agenda 21 on the
conservation and management of resources for dawelot, as well as Chapters 9
and 33-34 on financial resources and mechanisraasfgr of environmentally
sound technology cooperation and capacity buildingssist developing countries
in the implementation of Agenda 21, as well as UNnention to Combat
Desertification.

We the ministers responsible for water affairstie Arab and South
American countries and heads of delegations gauténithe Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
during the period November 16-17, 2008 expressappreciation to the kingdom
of Saudi Arabia for having generously hosted thiatjministerial meeting that is
considered as a base for future actions and wigfiacts the views of the Arab
and South American countries in dealing with isseésted to water resources and
combating desertification. We declare our commitnterachieve the following:

-Adopting the concept of comprehensive planningd asustainable
management of the available water resources.

-Implementing information management systems ithelide exchange of
relevant data on exploring, developing, benefitmgl preserving water resources,
managing its demand and rationing its use.

-Encouraging applied research and exchange of riexpes in the
assessment and development of water resourcesnabting its use, and
improving and increasing water use efficiency, ipatarly in irrigation.

-Developing the use of non-conventional waterhsag treated waste water,
water desalinization, water reuse as well as jaratning and exchange of
experiences in these areas.
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-Implementing the concepts of sustainable devetogrwhen dealing with
environmental systems that are prone to droughtdmsertification with special
focus on environmental and social issues, on mongodrought and land
degradation, on coordination and communicationallagovernmental levels, on
integrated policies, on poverty reduction and otal@shing the institutional
structure as principal component of the issues uocoiesideration.

-Cooperating in the field of combating desertifica through the use of
appropriate technologies for the rehabilitation,e timplementation and
management of water harvesting techniques, thenatuse of water resources in
agriculture, the establishment and developmentaftmene banks in addition to
enhancing the implementation of the principles edtlpractices in agriculture.

-ldentifying suitable opportunities and fields oboperation for both
regions, in areas related to climate change, sushthe preparation and
development of models for climate studies at tivell®f environmental systems,
the establishment and development of early warrsgpgtems for monitoring
desertification, droughts, forecasting at the lew#l environmental systems,
countries and sites; changes in land use; throbghatoption of methodologies
based on benefiting from modern technologies sushreamote sensing and
geographic information systems.

-Proposing and implementing strategies and sdientitechnical and
research cooperation programs, encouraging exchanggeriences, establishing
joint working groups, developing programs for itgional set up in the fields of
integrated water resource management, combatingrtdestion and mitigating
the effects of drought.

-Benefiting from available opportunities provideg the countries of the
two regions to offer technical support in the maragnt and use of small units for
water desalination.

-Increasing the yield of nonrenewable fossil wateit while preserving the
rights of future generations in this water.

-Encouraging investment in agriculture in courgtnghich are rich in water
resources, as well as in agro-industries, in tiadagricultural products between
the two regions based on the competitive advantajesach country of the
countries of the two regions with the aim of radbnng the use of natural
resources, developing production and establishing Ibasis for sustainable
development.

-Join training and exchange of experiences irar@as and issues related to
water resources, combating desertification andyeditng the effects of drought

-Coordinating positions in the international foedated to water to serve the
interests of both the Arab countries and the Séuierican countries.
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Annex 2

PROPOSAL OF COOPERATION AMONG THE MEMBER
COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH AMERICA-ARAB COUNTRIES
SUMMIT (ASPA) IN THE FIELD OF NATIONAL PROGRAMS TO

COMBAT DESERTIFICATION

ABBREVIATIONS

ASD Areas Susceptible to Desertification

ASPA Summit of South American-Arab Countries

IBRD International Bank for Reconstruction and Depeent

ECLAC Economic Commission for Latin America and @a&ribbean

COP Conferences of the Parties to the United Nat@onvention to Combat
Desertification and Mitigate the Effects of Drought

CRIC Committee for the Review and Implementationtied United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification and Mitigatee t Effects of
Drought

CSEA Consolidated Strategy and Enhanced Approach

FAO United Nations Food and Agriculture Organizatio

GEF Global Environmental Fund

[ICA Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on aulture

MERCOSUL Southern Common Market

GM Global Mechanism

NAP National Action Program to Combat Desertifioatiand Mitigate the
Effects of Drought

UNDP United Nations Development Program

UNASUL Union of South American Nations

UNCBD United Nations Convention on Biodiversity

UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desexdifion and Mitigate the
Effects of Drought

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Ctien@hange

UNFF United Nations Forum on Forests

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

LINEAMENTS OF THE COOPERATION PROGRAM

1. FRAMEWORK

This Programmatic Framework for South-South Coafpen in the ASPA
Context is intended to serve as an initial refeeerfimmework for the technical
cooperation actions among the Mechanism’s Membegrsontributing to the setting of
priorities, to determining demands, and to identdyreal possibilities of cooperation
within the scope of the United Nations Conventian Gombat Desertification and
Mitigate the Effects of Drought (UNCCD).
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The main goal of the intended cooperation will he tmplementation, within the
ASPA Member States, of their National Action Praogsa (NAPS) to combat
desertification. The objective is to strengthenefferts made by each country to achieve
the Convention’s goals through exchange of expeesrand labor qualification, and by
overcoming any deficiencies that may be found enNfational Action Programs.

1.1- Background

Cooperation for combating desertification and mamggvater resources is a central
issue in the ASPA dialogue. It was first addregseadr to the first ASPA Summit (May
10-11, 2005) at the “Seminar on Semi-Arid Lands akdater Resources”
(Fortaleza/Petrolina, September 28-October 1, 2@ad)included under Chapter 9 of the
Brasilia Declaration ASPA’s foundational document. During the proce$segional
follow-up, this topic was addressed at all Senifficials Meetings and included in the
Joint Arab-South American Communiqué on the Enwiremt,approved by the Arab and
South American Ministers of the Environment in Ndair(2/6/2008).

In Recife, at the meeting of ASPA’s Committee ofreSce and Technology and at
the Seminar on Water Resources, Semi-Arid Landd, Resertification (August 20-22,
2008), the topic was taken up again with a viewht® definition of specific cooperation
initiatives in preparation for the Ministerial M@®j on Water Resources and
Desertification to be held in Riyadh (November I6-2008). On that occasion, the
Brazilian delegation presented a draft of the psap@nd proposed to be submit it to
other ASPA Member States, for possible approvathatFifth Senior Officials Meeting
in Doha (October 20-23, 2008). This draft is a eystization of the proposal presented
in Recife.

1.2 — Objectives

The primary focus of cooperation to Combat Desedifon should be on
strengthening national capabilities to implemerng tiNCCD and on establishing a
platform to bolster National Action Programs to GmnhDesertification (NAPS). To this
end, it should foster the building of a South-Sootloperation proposal within ASPA
based on the following characteristics:

- it should be a long-term effort with successive ceion stages carried out
through specific projects;

. it should take into account the priorities of thetipating countries, in terms of
support for the implementation of the UNCCD, withime framework of their
socioeconomic development programs;

. it should seek to benefit from the experiencesashecountry;

. it should not duplicate initiatives, Focal Poirdad technical personnel and should
use the structure set up by each country undetJXR€CD for this program’s
implementation;

- it should take into account existing financial @achnical supports.

Each country should perform a brief evaluation it needs based on national
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consultations and on the elements already idedtifi¢heir respective NAPs in regard to
strengthening national capacities, with a viewniplementing the UNCCD. These needs
would constitute the foundation of a long-term $e8buth cooperation initiative among

the members of the ASPA, on the basis of the Pnogratic Framework for Cooperation,

harmonized with a proposal to be submitted to timent parties at a time determined
by the participants.

It is suggested that tHero TemporePresidencies of the Union of South American
Nations (UNASUR) and of the League of Arab Staté£\S) cooperate in the
coordination and formulation of the proposal, witle support of the respective UNCCD
Focal Points of each country.

The parties involved would offer the countries’ ekpnces in implementing the
commitments undertaken under the Convention, amdndb themselves to seek the
support of possible collaborators, financial eaesifiand potential specific funds.

It is recommended that follow-up meetings be hetd Side Events of the
Programmatic Framework during UNCCD COP’s or otheents related to the issue.
Follow-up to the discussions on the final Prograrnmenramework could occur through
meetings of the proponents and the Working Grougetestablished by the parties.

1.3 — New International Framework

The changes in the standards for attributing ressuro development, as set out in
the Monterrey Consensusnd theParis Declaration have important implications for the
implementation of the UNCCD in regard to nationatig@overty and natural resource
management programs. The implications in termsimdnicing to meet the UNCCD
objectives are: adaptation; the shift from sectbrancial instruments to more global and
integrated instruments; positioning the UNCCD witpriority national and international
budgetary programs; and harmonizing the activai®®ng donors and the convergence of
those activities with the priorities of countries.

The UNCCD's target for the next 10 years is thatldsghment of renewed global
partnership to mitigate the effects of drought ffeeted areas and to support poverty
reduction and environmental sustainability. Thisgéa focuses not only strategic
objectives to improve the conditions of life of pbgtions and affected ecosystems, but
also operational objectives such as:

- mainstreaming;
- strengthening of capabilities;
- development of integrated investment frameworks;
- possible synergies with other Environmental Covess; and
- strengthening of South-South cooperation.
1.4 — Facilitating Framework

1.4.1 — South American countries of Experience

_19_



The South American countries had a decisive roléhe establishment of the
UNCCD and have achieved significant progress innitglementation. The seminar on
“Climate Variability, Climate Change, and Social Marability in the Semi-arid Tropics
(ICID)”, held in Fortaleza, Brazil, offered the techniaiguments required for the
countries to decide to create the UNCCD during theted Nations Conference on
Environment and Development (Rio 92), in Rio deedan 1992. Subsequently, in 1994,
the South American Conference on Combating Deretiibn (COSLAD) drafted the
first Regional Annex to the Convention.

There followed several cooperation initiatives thmessed the issue at a regional
level, as illustrated by the Subregional Plan otiéw of the Andean Countries (PAS
Andes), the Subregional Chaco Program (PAS Chauuj, the Mercosur Strategy for
Combating Diversification. These instruments hagpéd the South American countries
to develop several techniques and technologies cfanbating desertification and
managing soil and water resources in arid and sehiregions of South America.

There is still much progress to be made in impleingnthe UNCCD, but it is
possible to learn and evolve together. Developnstiauld and must be a collective
process in which all parties offer mutual assistatizrough the pursuit of common
objectives and the strengthening of their histdcal cultural ties.

1.4.2 — Experience of Arab League countries
(Text to be prepared by the Arab Leaguentras)

1.4.3 — Convergence with Other Initiatives

The proposed cooperation will also seek close doatidn between the various
initiatives of the Arab countries and the actistief international and/or regional
organizations and potential partners. The objeativthis coordination will be to ensure
effective convergence in mobilizing and using ficiah and technical resources and
establishing a dialogue with bilateral and mulélal agencies within the framework of
theParis Declaration

2. DEMANDS TO BE SUBMITTED BY THE UNCCD NATIONAL FO CAL
POINTS

Interested countries should submit their coopenatieeds in regard to the
Convention’s implementation with a view to develapithis cooperation proposal. The
demands should be interpreted and systematizeddacgoto the proposed model in
Table 1. With regard to methodology, a tentativeed¢hcategory classification is
suggested (which does not exclude the possibifitptooducing other potential areas of
cooperation based on the priorities and interefSpadicipating countries). A facilitating
framework to be filled in by the countries is atted hereto.

(a) training of human resources;
(b) organizational development, legal and insiodl framework, and
development of manuals, diagnostic studies, andatal's;
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(c) communication strategies and awareness-ragiogt desertification

3. FRAMEWORK PROPOSAL FOR COOPERATION AMONG THE ASPA
COUNTRIES

Considering:
a) the demands to be submitted by the differentbirias;
b) the current capabilities of countries willingdollaborate in the required areas;
c) the possibility of mobilizing specialized tecbali assistance under bilateral
North/South and multilateral cooperation;
d) the applicable experiences of each country,

a medium-term (approximately 5 years initially) @mmatic Framework for
Cooperation is proposed based on interventiontaxie accomplished through specific
projects developed under ASPA'’s thrust to combaeddication, in which interested
Member States would take part according to thespeetive priorities.

In addition, a set of actions for immediate impleta¢ion, which could constitute a
first stage of the intended cooperation and, siamglously, serve to promote
opportunities, with active and participative intgtran among the partners throughout
mid-2009, for improving and developing the CooperaProgram through medium-and-
long-term axes, objectives, and actions, for thp@ses of implementing the Program in
the 2009-2013 period. To this end, the organizatigmarticipative seminars and
workshops is recommended to exchange experiencegranide possible assistance in
the development of specific technical cooperatimjgzts.

Objectives

The primary objective of this cooperation proposato provide the necessary
conditions for implementing the UNCCD and the updalNational Action Programs to
Combat Desertification (NAP's), thereby respondingthe specific demands of the
countries involved and to the requirements of theent global development assistance
setting. Therefore, the proposal must include teethactions (training), strategic actions
(mobilization of financial resources based on aidat Financial Strategy), policies
(possible synergies with other key strategies, saglefforts against poverty and soil
degradation), and mobilization actions (coordinatgdrnational technical and financial
assistance).

The goal is to adopt a collective approach thatdiapted to national realities. To
this end, four axes can be tentatively identifiedk]e I1):

Axis [: Institutional Strengthening;

Axis II: Environmental Communication and Citizenshi
Axis IlI: Scientific and Technological Developmeand
Axis IV: Partnerships and Synergies.
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Each axis will be developed on the basis of vartgpslogies (see suggestions in
Table 1), coordinated through specific projects dme or several countries. Specification
of the activities and modalities of execution whié carried out in partnership with
interested organizations. For the initial five-ypariod, it is proposed that a mission track
be organized so as to formulate and clearly setl@isupport necessary to develop an
environment that facilitates specific technicali@ts which would be incorporation into
one project or more with guaranteed financing.

Table Il — South-South Cooperation Program: Axas Bypes of Actions

AXES TYPE OF ACTION
ADVISORY SUPPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTADN OF
NATIONAL PLANS TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION.
ADVISORY SUPPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTAIDN OF
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS

INSTITUIONAL

STRENGTHENING

ENVIRONMENTAL
COMMUNICATION AND
CITIZENSHIP

SCIENTIFIC AND
TECHNOLOGICAL
DEVELOPMENT

ADVISORY SUPPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONARROJECTS IN | E
LEADING ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND ANTI-DESERTIFICATION CENTEHS.

TRAINING OF TECHNICAL PERSONNEL IN GOVERNMENT AND VIL SOCIETY FPR
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NAP’s.

TRAINING OF TECHNICAL PERSONNEL AND EDUCATORS TO &FF THE LEADING
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND ANTI-DESERTIFICATION CENTERS.

COMMUNICATIONS AND INTEGRATION OF PARTICIPATING COWBITRIES.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE VIRTUAL COMMUNITY NETWORK IN THE LEADING
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND ANTI-DESERTIFICATION CENTERS.

MOBILIZATION AND ACTIVATION OF THE COLLECTIVE LEARNING NETWORK.

MANAGEMENT AND TRACKING.

SYSTEMATIZATION OF EXPERIENCES.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND
DESERTIFICATION NETWORKS.

SUPPORT TO RESEARCH ON COMBATING DESERTIFICATION AN
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION, EXTENSION COURSES AND PUBCATIONS.

DEVELOPMENT OF A DIALOGUE WITH COOPERATION AGENCIESN MOBILIZI
RESOURCES FOR THE ASPA/UNCCD PROGRAM.

SUPPORT TO IDENTIFYING AREAS OR INITIATIVES THAT ROMOTE SYNERGIEH{ IP
THE DOMESTIC SPHERE, INCLUDING LAND DEGRADATION, MIIGATION
OF/ADAPTATION TO CLIMATE CHANGE, AND BIODIVERSITY GCONSERVATION.
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PARTNERSHIPS AND

SYNERGIES

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ASPA-UNCCD COMMITTEE

NATIONAL, SUB-REGIONAL, REGIONAL, AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS TO
IDENTIFY COMPLEMENTARITIES.

ORGANIZE WORKSHOPS TO EXCHANGE EXPERIENCES WITH INATIVES SUC

AS TERRAFRICA, SOLARID ETC.

PREPARATION OF A CONVERGENCE MATRIX WITHEXISTING INITIATIVES AT T

Axis [: Institutional Strengthening

The aim of the Institutional Strengthening axiddsdevelop and execute the following
types of activities:

Advisory support to Organizational Development pisses;

Advisory support to the formulation and implemeistat of National Plans to
Combat Desertification;

Advisory support to the formulation and implemeimtatof National Environmental
Education Programs;

Advisory support to the formulation of educationabjects in Green Rooms or
Leading Environmental Education and Anti-Deseréifion Centers;

Training of technical personnel in government and society to implement the
NAP’s;

Training of technical personnel and educators @ff she Green Rooms and
Leading Environmental Education and Anti-Deseréfion Centers;

Management and Tracking.

These activities will be based on:

a) the methodologies developed in Brazil with the suppf international
partners and tested through ongoing projects id adnes of Brazil,
following the required preparation of a preliminaigagnostic study and an
implementation Work Plan;

b) the analysis of the experiences and progress attamall of the Member
States, for the purpose of preparing the Nationati-Besertification
Authorities and for the Executing Agents for Enwinoental Education
Policy so that, upon the conclusion of the ProgratienFramework for
Cooperation, they can implement and evaluate i policies, which
would facilitate the integration of their policiegth other development
policies and help mobilize the necessary finaneaburces.

c) the possible technical contributions of potentiartpers (FAO, Global
Mechanism)

Axes II: Environmental Communication and Citizenship

The activities in the Environmental Communicatiand Citizenship axis will

serve to promote ongoing communications and intera@mong countries, in addition to
forming a community of professionals capable ofpoesling to the challenges of
Combating Desertification and Environmental Eduwgrati

To ensure consistent communications founded oressons learned throughout
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the Program’s execution, the communications styatagil be submitted to and
periodically reviewed by a Management Committealdisthed for this purpose by the
Secretariats of the UNASUR (substituted by Bramnitilut is formally created) and the
Arab League Secretariat.

After the program’s execution, National EnvironnanEducation and Anti-
Desertification Networks will be implemented, aflwhich interconnected and operating
in conformity with the specific National Plans.

The Environmental Communication and Citizenshipsaxill include actions to
identify and systematize the experiences in alltled participating countries. The
documentation and analysis of the experiencesfwith the basis for exchanges, which
will be initiated through an educational projedtthecognizes and values the peculiarities
of each country, while promoting growth and colleetearning.

Axis Il — Scientific and Technological Development

The activities of the Scientific and Technologieadis will support research of
mutual interest to the ASPA countries on issuesteel to Combating Desertification and
Environmental Education. As an example, these itieswvill analyze the costs of natural
resource depletion (the costs of taking no actiormnd, semi-arid and sub-humid dry
regions), including land (as relates to agricultumed biodiversity loss, in addition to the
measures required to adapt to climate change.

These activities will also support post-graduateesion courses — whether taught
in regular classes or through distance and Intéeaehing methods — to qualify personnel
and communities in several technical topics, a3 agthose related to management and
basic financial mechanisms, including innovative bjeat areas such as
mitigating/adapting to climate change. In additibnancial resources will be provided to
publish research studies considered relevant tottier partner countries.

With regard to research, it may be possible totafipe on the experiences of the
Global Mechanism and other partners such as theeCdar Tropical Agricultural
Research and Education (CATIE), the Economic Corsiomisfor Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC), and FAO, in addition to the sfie@xperiences of other countries
with advanced implementation of their National AatiPrograms (NAPS).

Axis IV: Partnerships, Synergies

This axis includes the development of bioregiarad multilateral activities in the
area of cooperation management, involving all &atiw related to fostering, promoting,
exchanging, coordinating, identifying complemeniesi and synergies and identifying
opportunities for mobilizing financial and techrlicasources.

In addition, an ASPA Committee to Combat Deseidiion (ASPA/CCD) will be

established, which could meet during ASPA meetingth a view to developing a
periodic cooperation plan and reviewing financiatl accounting records. Furthermore,
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an ASPA Network will be created to promote, develpd monitor the objectives of the
activities specified under the Program.

3.1Short-Term Implementation Actions

Considering the actions that can be implementethénshort term under this
Programmatic Framework in regard to the continuihg exchange of experiences
already under way in the countries, the followig\aty could be programmed:

3.1.2Suggested Seminar: “ASPA — Strategies for Corabng Desertification and
Poverty Reduction”

Possible comparative studies of areas susceptbldesertification in order to
meet the “Strategies to Combat Desertification Bogerty Reduction,” focusing on the
experiences undertaken with the support of intewnat cooperation initiatives, notably
those that promote food security and contextualeshatation, dry land management, and
programs to combat rural poverty.

The objective of the seminar would be to offer tachl capacity-building to
participating countries to develop and submit prgrograms to international financing
organizations on “combating desertification andudift” in the member ASPA states.

Various potential partners for Combating Desewtiicn (GM, FAO, and UNEP)
could take part in the event, given their expressixperiences.

4. PRELIMINARY PROGRAM FINANCING FRAMEWORK AND
ARCHITECTURE

The global cooperation program will coordinate ourf categories of implementation

actions:

- development actions, including technical assistaricavel to the participating
countries, workshops, etc.;

- technical actions executed on the basis of the reeqpmes of Brazil and/or partner
nations;

- technical assistance actions executed throughnatienal cooperation (international
partners);

- global coordination and management program actiatsch encompass the human
resources to ensure ongoing coordination and sempgeational costs, including the
meetings of the CCD/ASPA.

The global program’s costs will be calculatediatiy to cover a five-year period
and will be afforded by the interested ASPA cowsriBased on the amounts determined,
the parties will then commit to securing financsaurces and partnerships.
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