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Introduction

phenomenon which is affected, especially now,

by many factors, including demographic changes
in northern countries, conflicts, instability and high
unemployment rate in southern countries. It is also
associated with other issues such as development,
security and demography. This creates greater
incentives to strengthen international and regional
cooperation in this field, and requires diversified
policy interventions in order to maximize its potential
benefits and minimize related costs for both
countries of origin and destination as well as migrants
themselves. Thus, holistic regional frameworks that
take into account the various faces of migration
and the dynamics that shaped it are needed to put
effective migration policies that tackle migration-
related challenges and attract its opportunities to
harness migration for development.

I nternational migration is a constant and dynamic

Until recently, answers to migration issues had been
considered essentially on a national or hilateral basis.
Governments are now becoming aware of the fact that
solutions can be found at the regional and/or global
level in spite of persisting differences in perceptions
and interests among countries. The factors that have
contributed to this new awareness over the years
are recognition of the limits of strictly national or
unilateral policies and the interrelatedness between
migration and other transnational issues, which
reinforces the need for more multilateral cooperation
in this field.?

Regionalization has become a major strategy
for dealing with the challenges facing individual
countries. It enhances comparative advantages and
turns them into competitive advantages, thereby
ensuring the sustainability of development. Regional

Vol. V, Number 3, J

Regional cooperation in
international migration: The case
of the Arab Region

entities are eager now to establish partnerships with
other regions, regardless of geographic proximity.
Major interests have led to interaction between
quite separate regions that enjoy different levels of
economic and social development.?

Intergovernmental cooperation is now observable
in most parts of the world and new forums have
emerged based on cooperation between countries
and coordination among various decision-making
levels. This convergence of efforts at the global and
regional levels underlies a convergence in actors’
perceptions, expectations and behaviour that is
facilitated by the transfer of models of cooperation
between different regions of the world,* thus
contributing to strengthening policy convergence
and creating regional harmonization of policies and
practice.

The emphasis on coordination and cooperation
in migration policy originated in the 1980s, and
progressed rapidly through the 1990s with the
emergence of a multitude of regional and international
initiatives, activities, and structures dedicated to
international migration policy and practice. These
initiatives  encourage consultation, information-
sharing, and coordination between various levels of
political decision-making both within and between
countries, which reflects in part the multilevel
governance required in this field.®

Now there is a variety of efforts undertaken towards
strengthening inter-State cooperation at regional,
cross-regional and international levels, each process
in one way or another is shaping the development of
migration policy. This article highlights the cooperation
in the Arab region and the efforts undertaken by the
League of Arab States (LAS) in the field of migration.
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A MESSAGE OF LOVE FROM LONDON

The ‘A Message Of Love From London Initiative' comprised of
Lebanese poet Mariam Michtawi, Iraqi poet Fadil Al-Sultani, Iragi
arrangement artist Behnam lgzeer, Iraqi composer Ahmad Mokhtar,
British translator Jake Gordon is honoured to invite you to attend a
new charitable poetry musical artistic evening at the Egyptian
Cultural centre on the 23rd of January at 7:00 p.m.

The income of this event will be focused towards refugee children
from Syria and Iraq.
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