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Article 2, DEFINITIONS: For the
purposes of this Convention, 3.
“Environmental information”
means any information in written,
visual, aural, electronic or any other
material form on:

(@) The state of elements of the
environment, such as air and
atmosphere, water, soil, land,
landscape and natural sites,
biological diversity and its
components, including genetically
modified organisms, and the
interaction among these elements;

(b) Factors, such as substances, energy,
noise and radiation, and activities or
measures, including administrative
measures, environmental
agreements, policies, legislation,
plans and programmes, affecting or

93

Jo¥) Guaall
duinl) el glaal) Lala

Al e il ca d yayt al ) al
i) e Al il il cle g il
Lealalat) 5 Al s a8 ) e gladll
doal ) A panl) bl deas L gilEe
ilag p3lL alAll Gla geall 5 e laiall
a3 A gal) CHLEEY) 5 ) Jlaa 3 dailal)
Gl A s e Al g awall il gally Al all
o il s Lgin il By iil) (50 g Cilay )
il slaall s Al dlea Cle) ya) dillad e
) oSl A g gl dge gill Talaaly 4 alsl)
Jallatll g bl ally Lalal) cila slaall 5 4l
f‘fjﬁjﬂ\) U_\l_).jf\_uud\j ux:\..gu.d\ @m};w\
LY Gl e g DY) Ba el ol

AR Ak

olae e alall 4 gl aaa adl

J a5l A ;s (90/313/EEC) Ls sl
Al salall (Al dalatiall Cila sleal) |
Al ™l " anll b glaadl™ Al 4
S ) sia JSE A dalie Clasles
sLaall Al (e iy sacld IS5 ol ¢ e
ca ¥y il g o) sall g A yill 5 6l 5ol
Gy 8 Loy dlaii¥) Gl g dpmlall #8) gall
S gl cilale ) Lgie Lam ol el
A i o Qaing o el i ) il
S ada &V g daaulall o)) gall sda Je )l

Al " LoDl o S ae el o BT a5 (5)
Gl sall 5 Ak ) il 581 (8 Gluai) s
36 0o (Gl g ye ¢yl )




“Lﬂé..g)_.aﬂ\j Pl | P A Gl
S5 S Al 8 Al clidlayl
Dbl Al jualie (3 g ol Jaing

(1) 8 Ll

O (BalaY) mlacdl @1y 8 L) sl ()
eilay 3l g A aladl Ol bl J08
Ao W) 5 Ayl B 5 el 5l
maliall 8 s o Jaing ol i Al
M (@) 5 (1) B lel) el Jal sall
Ulea () Al Adais) ol uladll e

il e i) iy ddlaiall 8 ()

iyl 5 e Sl A GIKH 4 jlia (—a)

Go—aY) ol il ydY)

Ao V)5 ulall k) 8 deadi )
54(g) & el e

Gl 8 Lay ediadlas 5 Gl daa Al
ST S Laia cdgliall Alulod) &g 13
Ayl slball Cag pha g (g saa sally Al
s Al J Sl g AAE w8 gall
malie 30l La il Jlaaal f La il
Al Gasl el (1) B Leall Ll Al
& Lel i) Jibesall o (sls ualiall

O () 5 (<)

()

O Al Balall e (V) Bl a sl (7)
ARl (8 L) Jlia (a5 5Y) Ana sl
AJ/CN.4/531, p. 97, note 470, para. 290.

94

Adig [0 0a 25 (A delaall Lgtady Al
onlaa s s Ol yall 3 aie] (1998
2003 il /S G sLS 28 (L
& oseaal) Ba olis (2003/4/EC) 4ea st
Oamal )5 Al Clasledll () J gia sl
M) claglaal) "l add Lail g Uiy s
cdia Al 3alal) (e (5 5 el B ela Cua
e slae Al Al Cila slaalls daidy "l L
Lo sl g sl ST e ol A6y ol 44 5ia

L . <
RPN

sadls o) sedl Jud (e L) ualic Al ()
bl @ialls (Y5 Ao il g slaall 5
=l Y ey 8 Ly Al a8l sall
G ) g Al o) slal il g s
Gy 8 Lay 4l Sy o s sl & il
cﬂﬁu.ud.clsﬂb cl_).'\::;'é‘)ja.d\ Ll
_paliall
il el Ly clal) i g ladl

Qo Al Lﬁj

likely to affect the elements of the
environment within the scope of
subparagraph (a) above, and cost-
benefit and other economic analyses
and assumptions used in
environmental decision-making;

(c) The state of human health and safety,
conditions of human life, cultural
sites and built structures, inasmuch
as they are or may be affected by the
state of the elements of the
environment or, through these
elements, by the factors, activities or
measures referred to in subparagraph
(b) above;" See, I.L.M, Vol.39,
1999, p.517.
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Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources provides in article XVI:
"1. The Parties shall adopt
legislative and regulatory measures
necessary to ensure timely and
appropriate: (a) Dissemination of

environmental  information;  (b)
Access of the public to
environmental information; ..." See,

doc. A/CN.4/531, p. 97, para. 290.
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(*®) "In the African context, the 2003
African Convention on the
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(*°) "Article 4 reads: 1- Each Party shall
ensure that, subject to the following
paragraphs of this article, public
authorities, in response to a request
for  environmental information,
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(*°) Article 3 (9) reads: "Within the
scope of the relevant provisions of
this Convention, the public shall
have access to information, have the
possibility to participate in decision-
making and have access to justice in
environmental matters without
discrimination as to citizenship,
nationality or domicile and, in the
case of a legal person, without
discrimination as to where it has its
registered seat or an effective centre
of its activities." See, I.L.M, Vol.39,
1999, pp.517 et., See also,
http://www.moew.government.bg/aa
rhus/text_e.html
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make such information available to
the public, within the framework of
national  legislation, including,
where requested and subject to
subparagraph (b) below, copies of
the actual documentation containing
or comprising such information:
(@) Without an interest having to be
stated; (b) In the form requested
unless: (i) It is reasonable for the
public authority to make it available
in another form, in which case
reasons shall be given for making it
available in that form; or (ii) The
information is already publicly
available in another form.
The environmental information
referred to in paragraph 1 above
shall be made available as soon as
possible and at the latest within one
month after the request has been
submitted, unless the volume and
the complexity of the information
justify an extension of this period up
to two months after the request. The
applicant shall be informed of any
extension and of the reasons
justifying it." 1bid.
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(*°) Article 3
environmental
request”

1-. Member States shall ensure that
public authorities are required, in
accordance with the provisions of
this Directive, to make available
environmental information held by
or for them to any applicant at his
request and without his having to
state an interest.

2- Subject to Article 4 and having
regard to any timescale specified by
the applicant, environmental
information shall be made available
to an applicant:

(@) As soon as possible or, at the latest,
within one month after the receipt
by the public authority referred to in
paragraph 1 of the applicant's
request; or

reads: "Access to
information upon

104

A lld 3l g 6;\_)3!\ Jals :\—.3,);) Al
B a9 diles & L) (st 1

e Jsmanll 8 Ball ) Glasal
by s Ao gl Jaidl il e slaal)
D pasaill (e apaell e 2003/4/EC
) Uilae Al il shaall e J gumall J4S5
o Sad cila slaall Gl a5y (A gina 4alS
b ) Led s Al Bl gl
o ela Cua dil cilsladl e J seanll
S danll” ol gie Caat e LN AL
dai Lo Mlgall a i A uiyl) Gila glnall
bl a8 o sl Jsall Ganai -1"
A alil caa gl 13 a AL SaY Ly il
Ladiag Al ol Lei s (Al Al cila shedl)
Gl 4aga i lld Callay (g JS) cLguudl) Ly
Sl aalaia) s Gl Jal a0 (0

e U sl alel e ans 4 salally Lia 55 -2
edﬁ.al 4_\4:1.\3\ QLA}M\ C\:ﬂ c%ﬂﬂ\ e.ﬂé.ﬂ LRREN]
Sy g gl o8 (1) M paill e ol
O 65 Qa8 a2l o) (San
15880 8 Led) HLiiall dalall dalud) 23
Ot b (@) sl alhall aade e cadhall
G 1Y) llall Aalal) Adabd) D) (ge (e
Yo gaa ¥V 5ok sty Cilaglrall aaa
o el Jliall el s el JUiiay) dplsay
) o ) 13 e (Al YA A ()
L) il yeall 5,8 oLl Jud J el
) el Gl ) 138 e i s

“...-3

(**) See, doc. A/CN.4/531, p. 97, para.
289.
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(*°) Article 4 reads: .Exceptions
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(b) Within two months after the receipt

of the request by the public authority
if the volume and the complexity of
the information is such that the one-
month period referred to in ()
cannot be complied with. In such
cases, the applicant shall be
informed as soon as possible, and in
any case before the end of that one-
month period, of any such extension
and of the reasons for it. 3- ...,

5- For the purposes of this article,

member States shall ensure that: (a)
Officials are required to support the
public in seeking access to
information; (b) Lists of public
authorities are publicly accessible;
and (c) The practical arrangements
are defined for ensuring that the
right of access to environmental
information can be effectively
exercised, such as: - The designation
of information officers; - The
establishment and maintenance of
facilities for the examination of the
information required; - Registers or
lists of the environmental
information held by public
authorities or information points,
with clear indications of where such
information can be found.

Member States shall ensure that
public authorities inform the public
adequately of the rights they enjoy
as a result of this directive and to an
appropriate extent provide
information, guidance and advice to
thisend." See, Ibid, p. 97, para. 291,
note 474.




(a) The confidentiality of the
proceedings of public authorities,
where such confidentiality is
provided for by law;

(b) International relations, public
security or national defence;

(c) The course of justice, the ability of
any person to receive a fair trial or
the ability of a public authority to
conduct an enquiry of a criminal or
disciplinary nature;

(d) The confidentiality of commercial or
industrial information where such
confidentiality is provided for by
national or Community law to
protect a legitimate economic
interest, including the public interest
In maintaining statistical
confidentiality and tax secrecy;

(e) Intellectual property rights;

(f) The confidentiality of personal data
and/or files relating to a natural
person where that person has not
consented to the disclosure of the
information to the public, where
such confidentiality is provided for
by national or Community law;

(g) The interests or protection of any
person who supplied the information
requested on a voluntary basis
without being under, or capable of
being put under, a legal obligation to
do so, unless that person has
consented to the release of the
information concerned;

(h) The protection of the environment to
which such information relates, such
as the location of rare species." .
Ibid., pp. 100- 101
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1- Member States may provide for a
request for environmental
information to be refused if: (a) The
information requested is not held by
or for the public authority to which
the request is addressed. In such a
case, where that public authority is
aware that the information is held by
or for another public authority, it
shall, as soon as possible, transfer
the request to that other authority
and inform the applicant accordingly
or inform the applicant of the public
authority to which it believes it is
possible to apply for the information
requested;

(b) The request is manifestly
unreasonable; (c) The request is
formulated in too general a manner,
taking into account article 3(3);

(d) The request concerns material in the
course of completion or unfinished
documents or data;

(e) The request concerns internal
communications, taking into account
the public interest served by
disclosure.

Where a request is refused on the
basis that it concerns material in the
course of completion, the public
authority shall state the name of the
authority preparing the material and
the estimated time needed for
completion.

2- Member States may provide for a
request for environmental
information to be refused if
disclosure of the information would
adversely affect:
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