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1. Intreduction

A TISC regional meeting was organized by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPQ)
in collaboration with the Algerian National Institute of Industrial Property (INAPI), Ministry of
Industry and with financial support from the Japan Patent Office (JPO) under Funds-In-Trust
Japan Industrial Property Global (FIT/Japan IP Global) on May 23 and 24, 2023 in Algiers,
Algeria.

2. Meeting Objective

The objective of the meeting was to review the status of the national TISC projects in Arab
countries and explore opportunities for strengthening regional cooperation among these
networks, including the presentation and sharing of new developments in WIPO's support to
TISCs and their associated national and regional networks.

3. Meeting Activities

Mr. Djelili Abdelkrim, Director General of Industrial Competitiveness Department, Ministry of
Industry of Algeria opened the meeting by welcoming the officials and participants. On behalf of
the Ministery, Mr. Abdelkrim extended his gratitude to WIPO and the Government of Japan for
their support in the organization of the TISC regional meeting in Algeria. Mr. Abdelhafid
Belmehdi, Director General INAPI, Mr. Akira Kono, Ambassador, Embassy of Japan in Algeria,
Mr. Walid Abdelnasser, Director, Division for Arab Countries, WIPO, and Ms. Walaa Mohamed
Naguib, Legal Department, League of Arab States (LAS) also gave opening speeches.

In his remarks, the Ambassador of Japan reflected on JPO's activities and its cooperation with
WIPO and national IP offices in the development of innovation ecosystems in the Arab region.
He reiterated his government’s support in establishing and strengthening of TISC networks
across the regions in the world.

Mr. Abdelnasser and Ms. Naguib highlighted in their remarks the fact that the meeting will
witness the official launching of the Regional Arab Network of TISCs, as agreed between WIPO
and LAS, in implementation of the recommendation of previous the Arab TISC regional meeting,
held virtually in cooperation between WIPQ and the Saudi Authority for Intellectuat Property
(SAIP), in May 2022.

Following the opening ceremony, Mr. Belmehdi Director General of INAPI and Mr. Ahmed
Mohamed Osman, Director of Djiboutian Office of Industrial and Commercial Property (ODPIC)
signed a bilateral agreement on sharing knowledge and expertise in the development of TISC
networks in Algeria and Djibouti. :

The meeting activities took place as per the attached program (please see Annex 1, program of
meeting).

In addition to one official from LAS in Egypt, and one from the Gulf Cooperation Council Patent
Office (GCCPQ), based in Saudi Arabia,18 national TISC coordinators and resource persons
from Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, Jordan, Mauritania, Morocco, Oman, Palestine and the Syrian
Arab Republic participated in the meeting (please see Annex 2, list of participants).

Mr. Czajkowski gave an overview of the development of the global TISC project and new
developments in WIPQ's assistance for the national and regional networks. He assured
participants on WIPQ'’s continuous efforts in strengthening engagement with its partners to
provide support to TISC projects in Member States. In a separate presentation, Mr Czajkowski
briefed participants on TISC network structures (links between WIPQ, focal points, host
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institutions constituting national and regional networks), benefits of regional cooperation, i.e.
exchanging experiences and best practices, achieving targeted support, possibility of twinning
of institutions, improving bilateral coordination, following harmonized quality standards, sharing
operational processes and procedures, training by regional experts, cost-effective joint training;
etc.).

Mr. Hussain gave a presentation on the steps involved in TISC project planning and
implementation of its activities. He elaborated the logical framework on which the newly
developed TISC project management platform (TPPM) is based on, and explained its
implementation stages. He highlighted the uses of TPPM and its benefits in the successful
planning and management of a TISC project.

Mr. Mutapha Remouche, intenational expert from France, covered the topics of “Developing
Innovation Ecosystems and Reinforcing Innovation Support Networks” as reflected in the
meeting program. He explained the importance of innovation for progress, competitiveness and
growth of an institution or an enterprise and gave examples.

4, Overview of National TISC Networks

The national TISC coordinators from the participating countries gave brief presentations on the
progress of their national projects. They described their experiences, achievements and
challenges in the development of their networks over the recent years. A significant progress in
the development of some the TISC projects was noted.

INAPI is the national coordinating office managing the TISC network in Algeria. Algeria’s TISC
network continued to grow with an addition of 23 TISCs established during the last year. With a
network of 119 TISCs at present, Algeria is the second largest network after the Russian
Federation. The main institutions hosting TISCs are universities and research centers, the
majority of which are located in the eastern and western regions of the country. Over the past
eight years, TISCs in Algeria have provided assistance in accessing and downloading of more
than 40,000 scientific journals and reference material in specialized areas, i.e. medical and
pharmaceutical science, electronics, renewable energy, modern technology, agriculture and
environment etc. During this period INAPI has organized around 250 onsite and 150 online
meetings and workshops to build IP awareness and capacity, especially for young people in
high schools and universities. A significant growth of IP filings was also observed by INAPI in
the past 3 years with 65 % of patent filings originating from TI1SCs hosted by universities.

The TISC network in Dijibouti is coordinated by the Djiboutian Office of Industrial and
Commercial Property (ODPIC). There are currently three TISCs established in Djibouti hosted
by ODPIC, Center for Studies and Research of Djibouti (CERD) and the University of Djibouti
(UD). Another three institutions are in the process of signing an agreement with ODPIC to host
TISCs in the second half of 2023. ODPIC is supported by the Ministry of Higher Education and
TISCs to organize IP awareness building seminars and workshops to promote innovation
culture in Djibouti. In collaboration with WIPO and more advanced networks in the region
(Algeria and Morocco), ODPIC also organizes capacity building events for existing and potential
TISC staff.

The TISC network in Egypt is managed under the supervision of the Academy of Scientific
Research and Technology (ASRT). Along with Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs) and Grant
and International Cooperation Offices (GICO), currently 58 TISCs are established within the
umbrella of Technology Innovation Commercialization Offices (TICOs) in Egypt. TICOs are
predominantly hosted by educational and research institutions across all regions of Egypt. Over
the past 9 years, 930 capacity building events were organized, 535 patents were filed (105 were
granted), 24 IP policies were implemented (including 22 IP Policies for Egyptian universities and
research institutions that resulted from the successful completion of a joint project with WIPO on
IP Policies for academic and research institutions, concluded in mid-2022), 490 new
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technologies and 128 prototypes were developed through the support of TICOs. ASRT
collaborates closely with WIPO in the development of TISC and TTO structures, as well as the
establishment of IP policies for universities and research institutions in Egypt.

The Industrial Property Protection Directorate (IPPD) of the Ministry of Industry, Trade and
Supply, coordinates the TISC network in Jordan. In addition to the promotion of tP rights in
Jordan, IPPD organizes public awareness building workshops, especially for younger
generations at school level. The current number of TISCs reflected in the WIPQO TISC Directory
(published on WIPO website) is 17. IPPD however, has recently signed agreements with two
more institutions to host TISCs. TISCs in Jordan support academia, researchers and innovators
through a range of services i.e. scientific and technical database searches, development and
filing of IP rights, patent drafting, development of advanced search reports etc. In cooperation
with WIPO, IPPD has also embarked on the implementation of an institutional IP policy project
that was successfully concluded for 11 universities in 2022,

The progress of implementation of the TISC project in Mauritania has been slow for various
internal and external factors. There is only one TISC in the country, which is hosted by the
Directorate of Industry (Dol) in the Ministry of Commerce, Industry, Handicraft and Tourism.
The TISC provides all basic services from accessing and using of patent and scientific
databases to patent drafting and commercialization.

The Moroccan Industrial and Commercial Property Office (OMPIC) is the national focal
coordinating office in Morocco to manage the TISC project. The current network comprises 72
TISCs, which provide a whole range of services, including assistance in patent search and
national and international patent filings. TISCs also receive patent applications on behalf of
OMPIC, contribute to the organization of awareness and capacity building seminars, carry out
trainings of staff and manage the TISC website and publication of TISC news. TISCs in
Morocco have significantly contributed to the reinforcement of innovation culture in the country,
increase in patent filings and increased visibility of the country on the global innovation
landscape and attraction of investment and creation of employment. TISCs are categorized in
two levels as per their capacity to provide basic to advanced ranges of services. A large number
of TISCs are still in the process of moving to the level 2.0 (an advanced level as per the type of
services, e.g. guidance on intellectual property policy, technology transfer, patent marketing,
etc.). All host universities have already signed an agreement with OMPIC to qualify for the level
2.0 in the coming years. OMPIC expects its entire TISC network to be at level 2.0 by the end of
2026.

The Ministry of Commerce, Industry and investment Promotion took over the responsibility for
coordinating the TISC project in Oman by signing a new SLA with WIPQ in 2021. The Ministry
has reached out to 45 institutions, mostly universities and colleges that had expressed their
interest in hosting TISCs, and provided awareness and training through several meetings and
seminars in the past two years. Potential TISC resource personnel of these institutions have
been introduced to the online IP related resources and tools to build their capacity, including
distance learning courses of the WIPO Academy. These institutions are currently in the process
of signing institutional agreements with the Ministry for hosting TISCs.

Despite ongoing tough challenges, the TISC project in Palestine has developed in recent years
and 14 TISCs have been established so far. Over two-thirds of the TISCs are hosted by
universities and operated by the teaching lecturers and professors. The /P General Directorate
of the Ministry of Economy is responsible for the coordination of TISC network in Palestine. IP
General Directorate organizes IP awareness and capacity building workshops on a regular
basis and in addition to WIPQ's support in the development of the TISC project, it also seeks
cooperation from other countries with advanced TISC networks in the region.

The Syrian Arab Republic signed an SLA with WIPO for the establishment of a TISC network in
2021. Due to the unforeseen situation and difficulties, the progress of implementation of the
4
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TISC project has been slow in the Syrian Arab Republic. The Directorate of Industrial and
Commercial Property Protection (DCIP) in the Ministry of Internal Trade and Consumer
Protection is the national TISC coordinating office in Syrian Arab Republic. DCIP outreaches to
potential TISC host institutions to provide capacity building in IP related areas.

5. Roundtable

The meeting aimed to explore opportunities and challenges in the development of regional
cooperation among TISC networks in terms of capacity building, technical support, management
skills and knowledge transfer. Detailed discussions, moderated by Mr. Abdelnasser and Mr.
Czajkowski, were held in this regard to identify the areas of cooperation and to agree on an
action plan to move forward.

Mr. Abdelnasser stressed the outcome of the last online regional meeting, held in 2022, by
reflecting on the mutual understanding between the countries in the Arab region to exchange
experiences among TISC networks. He confirmed that following that meeting LAS finalized its
commitment to support an Arab regional TISC network and submitted it to the technicat
committee of its Member States, which approved it in February 2023.

Morocco and Egypt highlighted the need of advanced trainings for their TISCs in the areas of
technology transfer, commercialization and patent drafting. WIPQ confirmed its support in
building capacity of TISCs in the requested areas.

Algeria suggested for a creation of a logo or a slogan that could represent and promote the
Arab regiona! TISC network. All countries appeared to be in agreement with Algeria’s proposal
and requested WIPO for its consideration and to follow up on this matter.

It was unanimously proposed that countries, which are in the process of signing an SLA with
WIPO for the implementation of the TISC project, should also be invited to participate in the
regional meetings.

A Draft Summary Record of the Algiers WIPO Regional Arab Meeting on Technology and
Innovation Support Centers (TISCs) was discussed and agreed upon (please see Annex 3,
Summary Record)

A discussion on the items of an Action Plan were discussed and finalized in consultation with
the representatives of the countries present. It was agreed that the draft Action plan would be
shared by email after the Meeting to be agreed to or for amendments to be proposed by the
institutions of the participating countries and those that were invited but could not attend (please
see Annex 4, Action Plan).

6. Local TISC Visit

A visit was organized by INAPI to a well-established TISC, hosted by the University of Science
and Technology Houari Boumediene (USTHB) in Algiers. USTHB is one of the largest
universities in Algeria with over 40,000 students and 2,000 faculty members. The TISC at
USTHB is situated in a separate building under the name of “Start-Up's Hall’, together with an
incubation center, a working lab and an entrepreneurship development center. It was an
interesting and highly informative visit for the participants of the Regional Meeting as they were
briefed on the activities and achievements of the TISC at USTHB. The success of the TISC is
attributed to the USTHB's innovation strategy to locate it under the same roof with the research
labs, incubation center, product development support and resources.
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7. Conclusmn and next. steps I T

The participants of the Reglonal Meetlng achvely contnbuted to the dlscussmns and expressed
their willingness to cooperate with each other in the region for the development of their TISC
networks. They acknowledged the fact that sharing of knowledge and expertise between the
TISC networks will help bridge the gaps and achieve success and sustainability in the region.
All TISC representatives in the Meeting were clearly in favor of further developing the reglonal
TiSC network in the Arab region.

Next steps are summarized as follows:

'(1) Countries agreed to use the eTISC platform where national TISC networks may interact and
share their knowledge and experiences; WIPO will coordinate with the national TISC focal
persons and invite them to join the Arab regional TISC network group in the eTISC platform.

(2) The Regional Meeting was found very useful and productive by the countries, which
requested WIPO to organize it on an annual bases; WIPO will consider to plan an Arab
regional meeting of TISC networks in 2024

(3) WIPO will ensure that the distance-learning course on using patent information (DL‘177) in
Arabic language is launched as soon as possible. ‘

(4) WIPO will convene an online meeting of TSIC coordinators in December 2023 to review
their feedback on the agreed points in the Action Plan and finalize the tasks to be followed
up and discussed in the next Regional Meeting.

(5) WIPO will coordinate closely with LAS in the administration of the Arab TISC regional
network.

[Annexes follow]
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T WIPO

WORLD
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION

Dr. Maha Bakheet Zaki

Minister Plenipotentiary and Director
Department of Legal Affairs

and Intellectual Property and
Competitiveness Unit

League of Arab States (LAS)

Qasr EI Nil .

Cairo Governorate 4272081

Cairo

Egypt

August 21, 2023

Dear Dr. Bakheet Zaki,

| have the pleasure to referto your letter of August 1, 2023, regarding the establishment of a
regional network of Technology and Innovation Support Centers (TISCs) in Arab States,

following the conclusion of the Regional Meeting on TISCs that was held in Algiers on
May 23 and 24, 2023. ;

| believe that the establishment of the network of TISCs in the Arab States holds great
potential to contribute to the growth of innovation across the Region. As such, Ishare your
interest in seeing the important steps takenin Algiers being followed up and leading to
impact on the ground. In this regard, | note the Declaration which resulted from the Regional
Meeting and the confirmed Action Plan which has been shared with Arab States that have
Service Level Agreements with WIPO (attached). Also please be informed that all national
networks included in the regiohal network can be found on WIPO’s TISC Directory at
http://www wipo.int/tisc/en/search, while according to the Action Plan a Regional Arab
Countries group will now be set up on WIPQ's eTISC platform at https://etisc.wipo.int/ for all
participating institutions to start sharing initiatives and highlighting practical steps in the
agreed activities.

34, chemin des Colombeties
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
T+412233861 11 F+41227335428
WWW.WIpO.int
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Dr. Maha Bakheet Zaki, Cairo — Augiist 21, 2023

My colleagues in the Division for Arab Co‘untries Regional and National Development
Sector, and in the Technology and Innovation Support Division, IP and Innovation

Ecosystems Sector, will liaise with your side in order to coordinate with your teamon this

matter so as to be able to monitor the implementation and development of the activities
indicated in the Action Plan. :

i Yours sincerely,

Hasan Kleib
Deputy Director General
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Annex

Arab Countries TISC Regional Network: Proposed Action Plan — May 24, 2023

Action point

Countnes(s)

WIPOQ

1. Awarehess

i.  Promotion of innovation and IP at
regional and national levels

ii. Success Stories

LinkedIn pages promoting national and
regional TISC activities

Use eTISC Regional Arab Countries
Group '

Search and select stories (monthiy?)

LinkedIn pages promoting national and
regional TISC activities -

Establish eTISC Reglonal Arab Countries
Group

Coordinate colfectlon of stones

2. Capacity Development -

i. Training

i  Roster of regional experts

'iii.  Webinars/online learning

EG IP Academy to possibly provide
regional training

Egypt initially to share list of experts with
others to follow {on eTISC)

LAS to share its list of experts

Possibilities 1o be listed

Review possible regional training
onsite/online
Coordination of roster

Coordination of possibilities

3. Information Scurces & Platforms

i. Information sources/needs matrix

ii. Exchange and Market Platforms

ii. Ask the Expert specifically for Arab
countries

Countries fo provide further information
through eTISC

Morocco to share information on its
ipmarketplace

Egypt to share mformatlon on Egyptian
Innovation Bank (EIB)

|dentify experts in the region and beyond

To coordinate with countries review of

WIPO GREEN

To coordinate an Expert chat for topics of
specific interest for Arab countries

4. Institutional Policy at regional I'evel

Countries with |P strategies and policies to

To coordinate this activity -

indicate their experiences to share

WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY



5. Governance

Meetings

WIPO Focal point

Regional TISC Coordinator

National Contact Point

Annual in-person meeting with mid-year
review virtual meeting

Current host country focal point to be
coordinator for one year

All national TISC focal points are the
regional contact points

- To be nominated by WIPO

* WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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