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Comparative matrix: 
WSIS+10 Outcome (UNGA A/RES/70/125, 2015) WSIS+20 

Elements Paper (20 Jun 2025)

(Shows how each 2015 cluster re-appears, evolves, 
or is absent in the 2025 Elements draft; flags completely new themes).

Ayman El-Sherbiny, Chief of ICT Policies, Digital Cooperation and 
Development at ESCWA
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High-level snapshot — How the 2025 “Elements Paper” echoes and 
departs from the 2015 WSIS + 10 outcome (1/2)

 Strong continuity (what stays the same) Key departures / additions (what changes or 
appears for the first time) 

Foundational 
vision 

• Still cites the WSIS 2003-05 legacy and insists on a people-
centred, inclusive, development-oriented Information 
Society.• Re-affirms multistakeholder cooperation and the need to 
bridge digital divides. 

• 2025 explicitly anchors WSIS follow-up in the 
Global Digital Compact and the Pact for the 
Future—ties missing in 2015. 

Bridging the 
divides 

• Both highlight connectivity, gender, disability, affordability gaps. 
• 2025 pivots from “basic access” to “meaningful, 
affordable access” and signals forthcoming 
meaningful-connectivity indicators. 

Regulatory / 
enabling 
environment 

• Ongoing call for coherent national ICT policies, legal certainty and 
innovation-friendly rules. 

• 2025 foregrounds AI- and data-policy coherence, 
asking governments to balance innovation with 
safeguards; spectrum and open-source are less 
visible. 

Financing & 
investment 

• Persistent acknowledgement of public/private/ODA gaps in the 
Global South. 

• New emphasis on AI-ready / data-centre 
infrastructure finance; still no revival of the Digital 
Solidarity Fund. 

Human-rights lens • Same commitment to universality of rights online and offline. 
• Fresh focus on information integrity, deep-fakes 
and generative-AI ethics—themes absent in 2015; 
2015’s strong journalist-safety wording is weaker. 

Trust, security & 
cyber 

• Continues the cybersecurity / capacity-building storyline and 
references international law. 

• Adds the draft UN cybercrime convention (2024) 
and broader “confidence” framing; funding 
solutions still thin. 

Internet 
governance & IGF 

• Repeats need for an open, interoperable Internet and proposes 
renewing the IGF mandate. 

• 2025 warns explicitly about Internet 
fragmentation and geo-political splintering; but still 
lacks a concrete fix for IGF financing. 
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Key takeaways

 Core DNA—vision, multistakeholder ethos, digital-divide focus, human-rights recognition, IGF renewal—remains 

intact.

 Strategic upgrades come in the form of the GDC linkage, a quality-of-access paradigm (“meaningful connectivity”), 

and brand-new clusters on AI, data governance, the digital economy, and environmental sustainability.

 Noticeable gaps: an explicit WSIS Forum role, concrete financing mechanisms (Digital Solidarity Fund, IGF budget), 

a roadmap for enhanced cooperation, and any tailored language on Arabic digital presence or multilingual AI—all areas 

where the Arab bloc can press for insertions as the Zero Draft is negotiated.




